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In this Month's News 

Consultation News 

A limited number of consultation 

slots are available this term for 

consultations with new clients and 

follow up appointments with those I 

have seen previously.  

 

Appointments are made online. 

Follow the link on the Thinking 

Ahead website 

to read more about the consultation 

process, the types of appointments 

available and how to book. The 

booking site will show you the times 

available for each type of 

appointment and you select the time 

that suits you best. Please note 

appointments are limited. 

 

 

Coming soon: Gifted and Thriving at 

School: How proactive parents can 

get the education that fits their child. 

The book is heading to the printer 

Greetings 

 
This afternoon I went along to a presentation by Dr Martin 
Seligman, the founder of the Positive Psychology network. He 
was talking about flourishing and how a focus on strengths can 
be built into education so there is a focus on well being as well 
as learning. It was very interesting and I have a few notes that 
I will elaborate on in a blog post soon but one thing which did 
stand out was the finding that self discipline has a much 
greater impact on accomplishment than IQ alone. The work 
being done on grit and self discipline will no doubt shed more 
light on ways we can help children build the self discipline 
aspect of accomplishment.  
 
Dr Seligman's book Flourish goes into plenty of detail about 
well being which he believes encompasses more than 
optimism which was the focus of his earlier work.  
 
I was also pleased to find that what I have said in my book 
Gifted and Thriving at School: How proactive parents can 
get the education that fits their child is supported by what I 
heard today.  Thriving is clearly more than just doing well 
academically.  
 
The writing and editing is done, the layout is now also 



tonight and will be available in about 

3 weeks time. Check the website 

next week for information about how 

to pre-order.  

(Click here for a sneak preview of the 

cover) 

 

New on the blog 

Effective teachers 

  

complete and the book is heading to the printer. I will have a 
final release date soon and information about how to pre-order 
the book will be on the website next week. The feedback I 
have had from pre-release readers is good. This is what one 
parent had to say: 

"I have found this to be such an educational 

book. I am meeting with my son’s teacher this 
coming week and you can be sure, I have taken 
lots of hints from here on how to handle the 
meeting. I thank you on behalf of every parent of 
a gifted child! " 

Can you help?  
I am putting together the Glossary section of The Beginner's 
Guide to Life on the Bright Side. If there are any terms you 
have come across that you are not exactly sure about, or 
anything that was a mystery when you first started your gifted 
journey, drop me a line so I can make sure I don't miss 
anything.  
 
Events you might be interested in: 
 
Mermaids and Mermen  
A group of parents have got together and will meet 
approximately monthly. The first get together is Saturday 18th 
February on the Mandurah Foreshore at 1pm with the next 
planned for March 31st at King's Park, probably near Sticky 
Beaks cafe. If you would like to go along get in touch with 
Kate. You might also like to join the Facebook group where 
you will find out the story behind the group's name.  
 
Another Facebook page which is providing great support for 
parents is Gifted Kids in Perth WA  
 
Murdoch Prep and Primer Classes 

You will find a link to the flier for these classes at the bottom of 
this page on the Thinking Ahead website for students in Yr 6-9 
and 10-12   
 
 
 
Below are a few links I have gathered in the last couple of 
weeks. Hope you find something interesting amongst them.  

  

 

Regards 
 
Derrin Cramer 

 
 

Links to articles and websites 

The Davidson Institute Database - What's New?  

 
The 8 gripes of gifted kids - worth a read even if you have seen it before 



 
Misdiagnosis of Gifted Children can be viewed online via You Tube. This is from the book 
Misdiagnosis and Dual Diagnosis of Gifted Children and Adults, an excellent resource. 
 
When your child's best friend is make believe  
 
What is intelligence anyway? A short little article written by Isaac Asimov. I think I have 
mentioned this one before but it is a good reminder about context specific intelligence.  
 
An online writing course for kids (and adults) run by Dee White (aka Dee Scribe). Course cost 
is $60 for the 6 week course for kids, $80 for adults. 
 
Machinarium - a game for iPad 2 (only) $5.49 in the iTunes store 
 
Free online course in Game Theory from Stanford University starting late February 
 
For teachers - Depth and Complexity icons. This also mentions 'more-ferentiate'. This is 
differentiation's evil imposter. 'More-ferentiation' is more of the same work, not different work. 
That was one for my glossary, I had never heard it referred to that way before! (more often it is 
called MOTS - More-of-the-same).  
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